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Die Jos, * Januarij, 1722. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal in Parliament Afſæmbled, 
at the Thanks of this Houſa be, a and, 

I e herelch, given 5. the Lord Biſhop 


CHicues TER, for the Sermon by him 


Preach'd before this Houſe Yeſterday, in 
the, Abbey-Church, Heſtminſter; And he 


is hereby defired to *cauſe-the fame to be 
forthwith Printed apd Publiſhed, | 
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W. Cowres, 
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PREACHED before the 


0 RDS Spiritual and T ue 


IN THE 


ABBEY- CHURCH 


AT 


Wis TMINSTERN 


Jaxvary the goth, 1722. 


b Zeing the Anniverſary of the Martyr: | 
dom of King CHARLES IL i 


M Ama 44 


U 


RE wo i, TE 5 
| By the Right Reverend Father in GOD, 4 
PRO MAS Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter. 
122 75 


LONDON: 


W Printed for J. STA G 6, in V uner- Hal. 
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„ Pa O v. XXIV. 21. 


My Son, Fear thou the LORD and the 
Kine, and meddle not with them that 8 


are given to change. 


TPAERRHIS Book of Proverbs is allowed by 
all to contain many excellent Senten- 
2 ces and wiſe Inſtructions, which, if 
carefully attended to, and rightly ap- 

OW ply'd, would be of great Uſe to us an 
the Conduct of our Lives, and would tend very 
much to promote our Happineſs in this World, as 
well as in the next. The Author of this Book was. 
that great King of Iſrael whoſe Wiſdom was ſo ad- 
mired among the Nations of the Eaſt, that Princes 
came from remote Countries to ſee him, and hear the 
Wiſdom that God had put in his Heart, 


This is the moſt Uſeful, as well as the moſt An- 
tient Book of Morality that is now extant, and, 
in all Probability, that was ever writ; it being 
compos'd long before thoſe Philoſophers of Greece 
lived, whoſe Moral Writings have been ſo much 
eſteem'd in all Ages ever ſince. And 'tis not at 
all improbable, that thoſe Philoſophers drew ſeveral 
of their wiſe Inſtruct ions from this ſacred Foun- 
tain of Piety and Prudence. 
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The Sayings or Sentences Ne 
are. partly Roligions,- and partly Prudem and 

tical; of which Sort are = Words of my Text, 
My Sow, fear thou the Lord and the King, Fw. meddle 
not with them that are given to change. Where the 
Advice given is hoth Religious and Prudent. Here 
we have a Command ot Injunction, and a Caution 
or Prohibition, directing us to avoid thoſe Things 
that are inconſiſtent with our obeyigg the Com- 
mand. The Injunction is, Far thou the Lard and 
the Ring; and the Caution. Meddle not with them 
that are given to change. I ſhall conſider theſe apart 
and in ſpeaking to the latter Branch of my Text, 

I ſhall have an Opportunity to take Notice of the 


melancholy Occaſion of our Meeting here this Days E 


Firſt, then, We are enjoyn*d to pay thoſe Duties 
we owe to 'Go b, and thoſe we owe to the 
King or Governors under whom we live: For 
when we are bid to Fear the Lord and the King, 
we muſt not ſuppoſe they are both equally ob: 
jects of our Fear; For there mult always be an 
eſſential Difference betwixr the Homage and Wor; 
ſhip we pay to God, and that Refpe& and Obedi- 
ence we pay to che Ring or. Governors Who pro- 
tect us: But theſe Duties being mentioned to 55 
ther, not only ia my Text, but alſo hy the Agr 
St. Peter, 1 Epiſtle ii. 17. Where we are told, W 
ſhould fear God and honour the King, we ſhobl 0 90 
ſider ourſelves enjoined to live and walk by the 
Rules of Religion, as the beſt, if not the only 
Means to engage us to obey the Kine. For 4 
firm Belief of the Being of a God and lis 

Providence, are ſo neceſſary to fecure the Pe 
1 mance 


— 


"the Houſe of Lops, Jan. 30, 1722. 7 
"h man of all Social Duties, that no Man ever was, 
or ever can be a good Subject or a true Friend, who 
is not influenced. by thoſe Principles which natu- 
rally reſult from ſuch a Belief. Fx 


_—_—_—— 


There are ſo many Ways by which a Man may 
be injurious to his Prince and Fellow-Subjetts, and yer 
eſcape Puniſhment from human. Laws, that there 
can be no Dependance on the Fidelity. of a Perſon, 
that is not tied by the Obligations of Religion to 
keep his Allegiance: and his Frienaſbip firm and im- 
moveable; for if a Man does not believe, that 
30d is the Supreme Governor of the World, and 
that he knows the Purpoſes of the Heart, and 
will avenge the moſt ſecret Breaches of ſolemn Oaths 
And Promiſes, he will be often tempted to form 
Schemes of Rebellion, and hope by his Dexterity and 
Cunning to eſcape undiſcovered, or by ſubtle Di- 
tinct ions to elude the Force of the Laws. 


The ſame, indeed, may be ſaid of all Social and 
elative Duties, Neither Parents nor Friends, Hu- 
.ands nor Wives, Maſters nor Servants, can be ſecute 
having hat is due to them in their ſeveral Sta- 
ions and Relations, if thoſe they have to dea 
ith, are not influenced by the Principles of Piery 
nd Virtue; Wherefore St. Paul, ſpeaking of the 
Duty we owe to the ſupreme Governors, tells us, 
Ve muſt needs be ſubjett, not only for Wrath, but alſa 
or Conſcience-ſake; that. is, Not only from Fear of 
it Puniſhment which Men can inflict, but from 
ear of that which God can lay upon us, who ſees 
ot as. Man ſees, nor judges as Man judges ; but wha 
an and will reward or puniſh us according to our 
it Demerits, To the {ame Purpoſe St. Peter tells 
als | us, 
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us, We ſbould ſubmit ourſelves to every Ordinance of 
Mas for the Lord's ſake ; that is, We ſhould live in 
Obedience to the Laws and Conſtitution of our Coun- 
try, out of Regard to the Supreme Governor of the 
World, who requires us to be true and faithful to 
his Vicegerents, being appointed by Him to keep 
the World in good Order by the Puniſhment of Evil 
Doers, and by the Encouragement of them that do well; 
for the Powers that be, are ordained of God, 


! 


The Antient Lawgivers amongſt the Heathens, 
were ſo ſenſible of the Neceſſity of the People's 
Believing, that their Laws came from the Gods, 
and that the Violation of them would be puniſhed 
by them, as an Aﬀeront againtt heir own. Authority, 
as well as the Authority of Human Langivers, that 
they perſuaded the People they had Communication 
with their Gods, and had Directions from them 
in the Compiling thoſe Syſtems of Laws and Govern 
ment which they delivered to the People. This 
gave em the greater Authority and Influence 
over their Subjects, ſeeing they had, in their Opi- 
nion, the Stamp of Divine Authority, and conſe? 

quently, the Sanction of ſuch Rewards and Puni 
ments which they fancied their Gods could beſtow 
and inflict, in a Manner far exceeding what Human 
Power can do, as well as more certain and unavoid 
able, Indeed, the very Atheiſts have all along bort 
theit Teſtimony to this Truth, That Relizion tend 
ed to promote the Peace and Welfare of Human $04 
ciety; ſceing both the Antient and Modern Atheiſt 
have ſaid, That Religion was the Contrivance of 
Politicians to keep the World in Awe : Which Aſſerti 
on (ho falſe ſo-ever *cis in it ſelf) ſeems to allow! 
that it was evident, by the Experience of all Ages 
; „ that 
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un 
that n. either, 18 nor gil Order: cou vid. be pte 
erb in the World,” if Religion was totally: lad 
aſide as a Thi ng that had no Foundation iejchet 
in Nature Or Nes For if all Men were leſt at 
their Liberty to "follow | the Pictates of their un- 
ruly Paſſions,” Without! an Reſtraint from i the 
Powers that are inviſible; ; Bong would be in a 
Condition q much worſe than that of Brutes, 
as they excel. them in (Cunning: Invention and 
Opp0 unity to Yo each other iſchief; ſo that 
if Gorch and 290d Order are neceſſary to. fe- 
cure the Welfare of human Society (as it ſeems to 
be confeſſed by all to be) thoſe Men, certainly, 
ought to be look' d upon as the great Enemies to 
their Fellow Creatures who endeavour to propo- 
gate ſuch Pfinciples as will render all Government 
tfeleſs a. f em And, on the other 
fide, it n follows, That thoſe Perſons 
are the trueſt. Bead, to Mantind, who adviſe 
and perſuade Men to have always the Fear of 
God before their Eyes, to live in a conſtant.Senſe 
and Dependance upon Providence, and to remem- 
ber, That the World is govern'd by an infigitely 
Wiſe and Good Being, Who,. in due Time, mil 
rentler ro every 1 Man according to his Warkss 14 


"Thus y ou fee” how every ae and good. Man 
kun be Goo to fear and honour the King, 
4 neceſfary Conſequence or Effect of that Bury, 
which he owes to God and his CountrytoIt has, 
indeed, of Old, been allow'd to be a Part of the 

| Deſeriprion o a good Man, that he was one, Qui 

conſaltaPatrum,qui Leges Jaraque ſervat: For ſuch a 
Perſon will think himſelf oblig'd in Conſcience to 
live in Obedience to the Laws and . 
12 B 0 
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of his Country; which, in all Nations, require the 
| Perſon and Character of the Ring or Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate to be treated with Reſpect and Veneration, 
and, in ſome meaſure, as Sacred; ſeeing he 1s 
the Miniſter of God to his People for their Good. 
He will neither raiſe nor encourage 77 Reports 
of his Prince to leſſen him in the Eſteem of his 
People; neither will he put falſe Conſtructions or 
falſe Colours on the Actions or Deſigns of thoſe that 
are appointed by him for his Aſſiſtants in the 
weighty Affairs of Government; remembring, 
That God Himſelf hath commanded us, Not to 
ſpeak Evil of the Ralers of his People. | 


Tis certain, that *tis not poſſible for the wiſe 
and beſt of Men to manage their Affairs with 
ſuch an Exactneſs at all Times, as to leave no Room 
for malevolent Tempers to find Fault: Tis a com- 
mon Saying, That every thing has two Handles; and 
he that is reſolv'd to lay hold on the worſt, will 
never want a Pretence to cavil ; for even our befk, i 
Actions may be ſo miſrepreſented, as to be taken 
in a bad Senſe, and turned to our Prejudice; for 
tho' the Facts may be evideatly good, yet th 
_— Motive to them, may be ſaid to be evil, 
by thoſe who will uſurp the Prerogative of God 
Almighty, and judge of the Secret Parpoſes and 
Intentions of our Hearts: Nay, were « World 
_ by Angels, they could not ſecure Dem- 
ſelves and their Actions from the ſiniſter Inter- 
pretations of Mea of corrapt Minds: If ſuch can 
prevail with others to give Credit to their Sug- 
_ the ſtricteſt Innocency may be miſrepre- 
_ rented. | 


But 
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But tis very unreaſonable, that we ſhould ex- 
pect Rings, and all that are in Authority under 
them, ſhould be infallible, and not liable to the 
ame Miſtakes and Failings, which (if we are 
honeſt) we may diſcern in oarſelves, and are rea- 
dy enough to eſpy in others. Are they not Men 
of like Paſſions and Infirmities with us? and there- 
fore we ought in Juſtice to make them the ſame Al- 
owances we expect to be made to ourſelves, in all our 
Actions, and put a candid Interpretation on what 
they do, and not immediately burſt out into Rage 
an er againſt them, upon the Account of 
of every t ng we may fancy not to be rightly 
managed: When, in Equity, we ſhould be ready 
o think, that what we diſlike, may proceed from 
{iſtake, and want of right Information, ſeeing that 
2yinces, and thoſe that act under them, muſt, on 


nd many Occaſions, ſee with other Mens Eyes, and 

hear with other Mens Ears; and therefore tis 

beſt poſſible; after the greateſt Caution, they may now 
ken nd then be impos'd upon: This muſt ſometimes: 


de the Caſe, unleſs we will will ſuppoſe thoſe 
hat are in Authority to be inveſted with a Power 
beyond the reſt of Mortals ; and, indeed, above 
hat human Natare is capable of; which is a 
Piece of Complaiſance which the Malecontents in 
ill Nations are not willing to ſhew to thoſe that 
are above them. N 5 


It is therefore our Duty to be peaceable and 
zquieſce, and not to raiſe Diſturbances amongſt 
he People upon every ſlight Occaſion wherein 
e may think our Governors have been in the 
rong: When they on not manifeſtly deſign 

1 2 the 


were at firſt ready to cenſure and condemn. fe 


on any other Foundation, We ſhould therefore 
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the Ruin of the Publick, nor by a Series of Actions Nu 
make it evident, that they intend the Sabverſion Ir 
of the Conſtitution, they are to be obeyed, and treat», I b 
ed with Reſpect for the Sake of the Common God, I 6, 
and the Pablich Peace of the Natiqn; Nay, of- a 
tentimes, when their Deſigns to indifferent Per- I /c 


ſens: may, at firſt, ſeem to be of doubtful Conſe- I t. 
quence Or 4uwarrantable, tis our Duty to wait for I v 


= 


a ſecond and better Information; for in ſeveral, I 0: 
Caſes tis prudent, nay, neceſſary, for them to In 
conceal the ſecret Motives to their Actions and to p 
the Deſigns they have in View; but when the / 
Event has laid theſe open to the World, we often I ſ 
find cauſe to applaud thoſe Counſels which we I d 


Thus, tis evident, how neceſſary. the Principles 
of, Religion, and, indeed, all ſocial Vertues are to 
diſpoſe and direct us to do Juſtice to Kings, and 
all that are in Aathority, by living in Obedience to 
their Lame, and treating their Perſons with Reve- 
rence. Let the Conſtitution of the Government he 
What it will, 'tis impoſſible jt can ſubſiſt long up- 


acknowledge the Command or Injunction of the 
Wiſe Man to be founded upon Reaſon and the true 
State of Mankind, when he bids us fear the Lord 
and the King ; which was the firſt Point I propos q tt 


J come, therefore, in the Second Place, to con- th 
ſider the Caution or, Prohibition that follows it; ve 
Which is, Not to apeddle with them that are given to bt 
Lange. Noy, by thoſe given to change, are meant N 


Men of factiogs Sirſis and unſettled Tempers, that I fn 
* : 1 5 ppog 


FEE} 
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upon every ſight Occaſion are ready to Rebel or 
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raiſe Diſturbances. in a Nation; Men that can 
brook no Saperiors, but always think themſelves 
better qualified for Government, than thoſe that 


are in Power; and therefore fancy they are pi. 
leged to find Fault whenever they pleaſe; like 
the inſolent Perſons mention'd by the ; 
wha ſay, Oar Tongues are our own ; We are they that 
ought to ſpeat; Whois Lord over us? Tis therefore 


Pſalm 


42 


2 
1 


— 


* 
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no Wonder, that the Wiſe Man cautions his Diſci- 
ples or Pupils to contract no Friendſhip, to have na 
ſecret Intercourſe, nor intimate Correſpondence. with 
ſuch Men, who, muſt, of conſequence, be always. 
doing Miſchief either tothe Public or Themſelves; 


for tis this ſort of Men of whom he ſpeaks in ano- 
Place of his Book, Who cannot ſleep = 


ther 


do Miſchief, Prov. iv. 16. The Reaſon of t 
haviour is very plain; Theſe Perſons are not in- 
fluenced by any Principles of Virtue, or the Laws 
of Society, and having no ſteady Rule to walk by, 
they are wholly, govern'd by their Paſſions, their 
Pride or their Reſentment, their Envy or their 
Malice, according to the Subject that happens to 


come before them, or the ſelfſb Aims they have to 
gratz, 1c nil; n ee 


It was this reſtleſs, factiuus and ambitious Spirit 


. 


t they” 
is Be- 


. oy 


that brought about the Calamity we now ,mourn- 
fully commemorate, It muſt, be own'd, there 


were ſome Occaſions then given for Complaint ; 


there had been ſome Exceſſes and Miſtakes in Go- 


vernment, which factious and deſigning People laid 


hold of, and thence took Occaſion to put the whole 
Nation in a Ferment; and, by Degrees, to kindle 


ſuch 


* 
4 


0 


that 


a Flame which burſt out into a Rebelion, 


14 


| thro a Sea of Blood to make the King Glorious a 
the Nation Happy, which was the Cant ſome 
affected to uſe in thoſe Days. Had they indeed 
aimed at 20 more than Redreſſing the pablict 

Grievances, and preventing the like Exeeſſis and 
Trregularities for the future, theſe might have been 
accompliſh'd in a regular Way : Nay, indeed, all 
that were Real may truly be ſaid to have been 
redreſs'd by the King * before the Sword was 
drawn by either Side: So that *tis manifeſt enough, 
That thoſe Pas who were in the Secret, did not 
aim at mending what was amiſs, but a Change of 
the old Conſtitution, or rather a total Subverſion of 
the Government. ( | 


MY =O -&t & & © Ks mn jy ey we 
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There were, indeed, many well-weaning Per- 
ſons that joined with them at firſt, who were 
drawn in, by their ſpecious Pretences and Prote- 
Rations of Sincerity, to think them Patriots, and Mai 
from the Miſrepreſentations that were made of 
public Affairs, were induc'd to believe worſe of 
the King and his Miniſters than they really de- Wic 
ſerv'd; tor there were Inſinuations of ſuch Deſigns 
as never appear'd to have been form'd; or, if they 
had, could never have been effected, the King by 
his Conceſſions having put it out of his Power to 
do it. | af 
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* The Petition of Right; Acts taking away the F. 
c 1 and High Commiſſion Cat; The Act againſt Shi. 
Maney, Kc. | | 
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"Tis confeſſed, many of theſe miſguided People 
ſaw their Error before Things were brought to 
the fatal Criſs ; but it was then out of their 
Power to prevent it, and tho* they withdrew 
from them, yet they left them Strength and Furce 
ſufficient to execute their wicked Deſigns with- 
out their further Concurrence; for tho“ many 
were unwarily acceſſary to thoſe Means that opened 
the Way to the Murder of their Priace, yet they 
were but few, comparatively, that put it in Exe- 
cution ; That was manag'd by ſome ambitions 
Men that had long broke looſe from all the Ties of 
Religion and of Laws, and who were ſupported 
dy deſperate Soldiers, that had been accuſtom'd to 
>mbrue their Hands in the Blood of their Felow- 
ub jects, and were thereby more eaſily perſuaded 
o {pill the Blood of their Sovereign. However, 
here were enow acceſſary to it, one Way or 
other, to make it a National Sin: For ſome of 
all Parties, by their Follzes or their Faults, may be 
aid, in ſome meaſure, to have contributed to it. 
e mult therefore, as Chriſtians, conſider it as a 


ational Judgment, and a juft Puniſhme b. 


nt for 
ick Sins; and, particularly, for the Abuſe of thoſe 
ercies which this Nation enjoy'd above all others: 
he Men of that Age were given up to a Spirit of 
Delafion, and ſeem'd to have an Eagerneſs to be- 
ieve a Lye, rather than the Trath, as we are 
nformed by thoſe who wrote the Hiſtory of 
— - Whoſe Times. | * 


Iwill not attempt to enumerate the Troubles 
nd Confuſions that follow'd this Parricide ; that 
ou'd be to tire your Patience with repeating 

: what 


ys » | 
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what you have often heard on this Occaſion M*< 
Providence let them ſee and feel what i Carver: 
cthey were for-themſebves, and how the'Sweceſs they 
-obtain'd, made way for much greater Grisv andi 
than thaſe they complain'd of and propos 'd te rd. 
med y ſo that they ſound out Scopious to thaſtife 
- themſelves, | andi were puniſhid with their on In. 
vrmriont. The Wile Man obſerves in tſie iſt Chap 
ter of this Boat, That God often ſuffers *fach 
Men to; be thai omn Tormentors becduſe they hutel 
Knowledge, ani Aid. not 'chuſe the Fea of the Tora, if 
but difregarded! his Counſel, and duſpiſeu his Reprodfs? 
Therefore, ſhall-they kat the Fruit & their owls Ways, 
and be filled with their om Devirel. And in ad 


Alled with his own Nat.. Ni TBH TI 3597) adhs ti! 
babe s em e , boy vant ph 
„But one Miſchief had like to have beem off 
more fatal Conſequence than all the reſt, AH 
chat was, forcing the Royal Family to ſeek theft. 
Bread in Foreign Lands, and amongſt thoſe HY 
were Enemies to the Religion, as well as the Lig! 
berties of our Country ; When they did; as it wer 
bid t hein go ſerve other Gods, 1 Sam. xx. 19. For 


thoſe who ſheltred them in their .Difreſs, tool.“ 


Occaſion from the ill Treatment they had from 
their Subjects, to prejudice them, not only again 
thoſe Perſons who were the immediate Cauſe o 
their Sufferings, but like wiſe againſt all Proteſtant 
in Semcra,, and particularly that Church that was 
alike perſecuted and ſuffered with them. Ant 'Q 
tho", after many Convulſions which the Nationruc 


underwent, the Royal Family: was Reftor'd; to ” 


gether with the antient Legal Government of theſi uin 
Kingdoms, yet they {till retain'd a ſecret Partial? 
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o the Popiſh Religion, which might, in all proba- 
Wility, have ended in the Ruin both of Church 
and State, had not the Revolution, under the Glo- 
ious King William, happily prevented it. 


Thus we may obſerve, That by regarding the 
Prohibition in my Text, we ſhall not only act 
agreeably to the Rules of Prety, but likewiſe to 
he Rules of Prudence and good Policy; which is 
evident by what happened in the Caſe before us, 

as well as in many other Inſtances mentioned in 
{cred and Profane Hiſtory ; ſuch diſcontented am- 
bitious Spirits commonly bringing Miſchief on 
A beir own Heads, as well as on other Men: This is 
atimated in the. Verſe following my Text, where 
.<:n9tis ſaid, For their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and 
% knoweth the Ruin of them both? Which would, 
in all Appearance, be better Tranſlated, Who 
enoweth the Ruin that both will bring upon them; that 
s, Who can tell the Puniſhment which God and the 
King may inflict? This Senſe of the Words is more 
\Wgrecable to the Context, as well as warranted 
y ſeveral Verſions &. To the ſame Purpoſe we 

Find it ſaid in another Place by the ſame Author, 
arſe not the Ring; no, not in thy Thonght, for a 
Bird of the Air ſhall carry the Voice, and that which 

Wb Wings ſhall tell the Matter, Eccleſ. x. 20. | 


PII nn 
2 


* Nam ſubito veniet contritio eorum, & terminum annorum 
orum, quis novit? Verſio Hr. 8 1 
Quoniam ſceleſti cruciabuntur ſubito, & quis novit ſpecies 
ruciatuum eorum? Verſio Ar. 1 

Vatablus & Munſterns fic locum reddunt. Quis indicabit 


{a 10am quam ambo (i. e. Deut & Rex) inferent ? 
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Nil And here I foreſee that ſome, upon this Oc- Ne! 
| ceaſion, will be ready to ſay, That we are incon- . 
I : ſiſtent with ourſelves, when we condemn the m. 
Tl Fact of this Day, and thank God for the late n 
Wil happy Revolution; but I don't doubt, but it may s 
10 be made appear, to any impartial Enquirer, 
(ht | That the Caſes are vaſtly different, if we conſider 

0 them either in their Cauſes, or in their Effects. 1 

10 will beg leave to mention only a few Particulars, 

(hl which may ſerve as Hints to thoſe who have a 

WY Mind to examine further into the Matter. 

wo .. | 245000 
5 Hirſt then, As to the Casſe of the Calamity of 
1 this Day, there were (as has been before ac- 
Fi knowledg'd) ſome Irregularities and Exceſſes in Go- 
RAN vernment, which cannot be juſtified as intirely free 

le from Blame; but then there was a Remedy de. 

100 manded and granted in a Legal Way, and ſaffictent 
NN Secarity given to prevent the like Irregularities 

. for the future; ſo that the Religion and Liberties 

Wh of the Nation might have been ſecur'd without 

1 Violence, had thoſe been the Things (as they ought 

iſ to have been) which were then aim'd at. But, 

Bl alas! nothing would ſatisfy the Ring- leaders, but te 
10 ' the Rain of ihe Government, in order to Uſurp 
(Hh the whole Power, and inſlave the Nation to the 
1 Will and Pleaſure of a few Ambitious and Cruel P. 
a Men. And tho' the Means, by which theſe" 
nds could be brought about, they well knew (or E 
00 might, after a little Trial, have known) muſt of 
10 Neceſſity be very grievous to be borne, and very 


terrible to their Fellow -· Subjects, yet they were 
reſolv'd to Sacrifice the Welfare of their Native 
Country, and run all Hazards, rather than not 


gratify 


8 
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gratify their Ambition or Reſentment: I need not 


s Oc- Well you, That theſe Deſigns ended in the Deftru- 
ncon-Miion of our Conſtitution, in the Ruin of many Fa- 
1 the I milies, and occaſion'd the ſpilling of the Blood of 
late Inany Thouſands of their Flow Subjects, as well 
may ſs that of their Xing. 
uirer, N 6 | 
ider Let us now, on the other hand, conſider the 
3. IMC uſes and Effects of the late Happy Revolution. 
ulars, We had a King on the Throne, who, not only 
by the Natare of his Office, but alſo by his Co- 
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onation-Oath, and repeated Promiſes both to his 
ouncil and Parliament, at their firſt Meeting, 
as obliged to defend both the Religion and Laws 
of his Country: And this Promiſe, 10 ſolemnly re- 
peated, one would think, ſhould have had a great 
nfluence upon him; beſides, he had all the Ob- 
igations of Gratitude to ſupport the Eftabliſh'd 
'barch; but having unhappily imbib'd the Errors 
df Popery, all theſe Ties were of no Strength; he 
as eaſily perſuaded by thoſe who had the 
zidance of his Conſcience, that Faith was not to be 
ept with Hereticks (as they call all that differ from 
hem) and that zo Means were unlamful, which 
ended to carry on the darling Deſign of bring- 
ng in Popery and Arbitrary Power. Purſuant to 
heſe bad Principles, he immediately broke thro' 
one of the beſt Laws that was made to ſecure us 
rom -Popery, by placing Perſons atterly unqualified 
n Places of Power and Truſt : He ſet Popiſh Officers 
over the Army; he ſet Popiſh Judges on the Bench; 
Jeſuit in the Privy Council; beſides other Papiſts 
of higher Rank in the weightieſt and higheſt Parts 
of the Adminiſtrat ion. 
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I will not trouble you to inſtance in more Par. 
ticulars, which are ſtill freſh in the Memory o 
ſome now living. All of them were open Inſuli 
upon our Conſtitution, and plain Declarations, that 
he would be confined to no Laws or Rules, but 
what his . Will, and his Popiſh Guides, ſhould 
preſcribe him ; but would trample our Laws and 
Con#titution under his Feet, | 


To confirm this Charge, I need only mentio 
one Thing, which indeed includes in it more than 
all the reſt put together, and that was his claim. 
ing a Right to Exerciſe a diſpenſing Power, which 
at once made all our Laws «ſeleſs, and broke doi. 
all the Fences of Religion and Civil Property; for! 
upon the Exerciſe of this, all the Statutes made: 
for our Preſervation, became dead Letters, and alÞ! 
together iuſigniſicant. This I take to be a totalp 
Subverſion of our Con#itution, and a Diſcharge off: 
his Subjects from the Duty of Allegiance ; Neither. 
were any means left to preſerve it, but thoſe that.. 

were made uſe of; which the Nature of our! 
Government, and the Neceſſity of Affairs, made very! 
1Ja# and equitable, And we ought to thank Goaſſpr 
that ſo great a Change was effected without ſhed- 
ding of- Blood. | | e 


| It was indeed a peculiar Happineſs, that we had 
We. then a Prince of the Royal Family willing to aſſiſti 
14 606 us in the Day of our Di#reſs, and it had beenjſt 
ik the greateſt Folly and Madneſs; Nay, a betraying! 
of our Country, not to have accepted of the Deli 
verance he offered to us, nor to have joined with. 
him in bringing it about: Seeing no Lans, either} 
| == „„ 
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Divine or Human, could be fairly interpreted to 
orbid us in that Juncture. For the Goſpel does not 
direct any particular Form of Government, nor 
meddle with the particular Lams or Conſtitutions of 
any Countr); but requires us to live in Obedience 
to thoſe Laws or Governments we are under, let 
the Nature of them be what they will ; We are 
to be ſubject to the Laws of our Country, and to 
conſider all Government as ordained by God. 
ow, as I take it, the late K. James had laid down 
the Legal limited Monarchy, by thoſe repeated Achs 
of Violence, and thoſe Inroads upon our Conſtituti- 
on, Which he had made, and reſolved to por in; 
and thereby diveſted himſelf of all Title to our 
downAlegiance. He would, *tis plain, have retained 
H forffffhe Title and Power of an abſolute Monarch; but 
madeſWs*r Laws knew no ſuch Perſon ; and I cannot ſee 
ind alÞny material Difference between a legal limitted and 
a totalpn abſolute Monarchy, if Subjects, in Caſes of Ne- 
ee off-//ity, have not Power to defend their Rights and 
ertherfÞ(Privileges: If it were not ſo, Laws and Conſtitu- 
e thatF-0-s would be but nominal, notional Things, which 
of ourpny Prince might give and take away at Pleaſure, 
e veryſÞnd the People be as much Slaves, as in the moſt 
k Godrbitrary Governments, | 
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But let us proceed, and ſee how this Delive- 
ance was compleated : The Caſe was ſeriouſſy De- 
zated by the States of the Nation, freely and fully 
\fſembled, who, after mature Deliberation, found 
t neceſſary for the publick Safety to ſettle the Crown 
pon King William and Queen Mary, who were 
> Deli-he moſt proper Perſons to preſerve our Conftitu- 
d within upon the old Baſis of the Laws; and this was 
eitherhen approved of by the ananimous Voice of the 
„55 People 
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People of all Parties and Denominations; and it 
does not yet appear, they could have made ſuch 
an eſſectual Proviſion for our Safety any other Way: 
The late King had voluntarily withdrawn him: 
ſelf, and done what he could to leave us in Cons 
faſion, when there was not the leaſt Violence offer?d 
to him, nor any Deſan of touching a Hair of his 
Head; for, had there been any ſuch Thing, his 
Partiſans would have let us have knowa it long 
ago: So that there is ſo little Reaſon to think, 
that thoſe who were concerned 1a bringing about 
this happy Revolution, had in that Point acted con. 
trary to their Duty. as Engliſhmen or Chriitians, 
that we ought to thank them for it, and own 
them as true Patriots and Friends to their Country, 
For there was no Alteration in the Governmsnt but 
what was to its Advantage; The National Church 
was reſtored to its Rights and Privileges, and more 
effectually ſecured from the like Inſults for the 
future; a regulated Toleration was granted to all 
thoſe that were fo anhappy as to diſſent from it . 
our Civil Rights were not only reſcued from theu; 
Danger they were in, but more effed#ually ſettled 
for the Time to come. And this great Deliverance 
was effected in ſo regular and peaceable a manner 
that we ought to look upon it as an Inſtance of a 
kind Providence watching over us, and own, That 
it was the Lord's Doing, and therefore it ought to be 
marvellous in our Eyes. And ſuch at that Time 
was the State or Condition of the Neighbouring Na 
tions, that we may be allowed to affirm, the 
Change amongſt us was beneficial to the greateſt 
Part of Europe: for fo great was the Power of 
one Monarch above the reſt, that if England had 
been Neuter (which was more than could be ex 
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breſerve them. 


\efted under a Popiſh Prince) all the Nations 


ound about him muſt have ſubmitted to the 
oke he would have put upon them ; and there 


gad been but owe Monarch and one Religion in 
heſe Parts of the World; and nothing but a 


tracle, in all Appearance, could have delivered 


hem from ſuch a Bondage. 


And now, upon this ſhort View, I hope I 
ay appeal to all impartial Perſons, Whether 
his laſt-mentioned Caſe is not va#ly different from 
hat which brings us together this Day. The ane 
as brought about by «»jaſtifiable Means, and our 
tberties Feltroyed by thoſe whoſe Duty it was to 
The other was effected by ſuch 
ethods which the Laws of Nature and of Natt- 


2s approve of, and the Goſpel does not con- 


emn: The one was attended by a Scene of Miſery 
nd Blooaſhed, which laſted near Twenty Tears ; the 
ther reſcued us from Slavery, and ſeated us in 2 
tate of Freedom, which we ſtill enjoy, and I hope 
ur Poſterity may do ſo too in all ſucceeding Ages. 


And here I beg leave to deſire thoſe Men, who 
ould be thought to have the greateſt Abhorrence of 
he Sin of this Day, to be careful not to run into 
he ſame Fault which they have been too ready to 
Ly to the Charge of others; and that is, Of act- 
g plainly inconſitently with their Principles, and 
ne Declarations they have made upon this Occaſi- 
1; For if they ſhould treat another Ring in the 
ke manner that thoſe did who promoted and 
rocured the Murder of their Prince, and 
hoſe terrible Convulſions in the Nation, which 
hey would be thought to abhor; this muſt juſtly 


. 
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be conſtrued, an allowing themſelves in that which” 
they condemn. Was not the Ferment amongſt the 
People in thoſe unhappy Times, firſt rais'd by Lye 
and Calumnies, and Miſrepreſentations of the Kyng's 
Actions and Deſians? And have we not ſeen and 
heard of late, that the liłe Means have been uſed 
to alienate the Affections of the People from a gra 
cious Ring? To what other Purpoſe were ſo many 
Calamnies raiſed, and ſpread amongſt the lowe 
Sort of People? not only to create a Jealoy 
of his Defigns, but to procure alſo a. Contempt of 
his Perſon: And many of thoſe Sanders were ol 
ſuch a Nature, that we may, without Breach. of 
Charity, believe, that thoſe who propagated them 
knew very well, they could not be true: But 
ii they were ſure a great many ignorant People, that 
144% are unacquainted with the Manner of Princes 
þ would by heir Artifices be induced to give Credit 
to what they ſaid, and that was what they aimed 
at. Upon this Occaſion we may uſe the Words 
of the Pſalmiſt ; They ſpale againſt him with fall, 
Tongues, and compaſſed him about with Words of Hy 
tred, and fought againſt him without a Cauſe. 
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If the People in thoſe Days were perſuaded td 
fancy that the King. and thoſe in Power, had 15 
form'd Deſiens againſt their Religious and Civi 
Liberties, have not ſome of late endeavoured tc 
create the like Jealouſies amongſt us, as if ou 
King was averſe to the EF#abliſhed Religion, and 
had a Deſign to aboliſh thoſe Laws, and change 
that ConZtitution by which he fits mot ſafely on 
the Throne? This is charging him with an Inf 
tention of being Flo de ſe ; which is not to bt 
ſuppoſed of One, who, thro? the whole Courſe 1 
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is Life, has given ſufficient. Proof of his Moderati- 
and Love of Juſtice: However, ſuch Sugge- 
Wions as theſe ( falſe as they are) are neceſſary to 
iſe Diſcontents and Uneaſineſſes, which naturally 
ifpoſe People to join with thoſe that ſhall pre- 
end to eaſe them, tho? they are thereby drawn 
to Rebel againſt their Prince, and break 
Il the ſacred Ties of Allegiance and Subjection. 


Did thoſe that brought on the late Civil Wars 
cite the People to Riots and Tumults, on pur- 
Joſe to intimidate the Ning and his Friends, and 
rce him to fly from his Capital City, and leave 

hem, as it were, Maſters of the Bd? Have 


"ou e not, a few Tears paſt, ſeen the like Tumalts and 

thadd r encouraged, with the like Views of affright- 
ce 8 every one from aſſiſting their lawful King, 
dredi den tho a Rebellion was actually broke out 
1 gainſt him. 2 


Vords 


fal 
a 


But, God be thanked ! the Deſigns of theſe 
actious and ambitious Spirits have hitherto prov'd 
bortive as to the main Point ® They did, indeed, 
nce prevail ſo far as to draw ſome People into 
n open Rebellion; but what did they gain there- 
»y, but the Ruin of many Families ? notwith- 
tandin oY was ſo merciful, as to ſpare the 
ives of great Numbers who had drawn their 
words againſt Him, and all His loyal Subjects that 
viſhed well to the Happineſs of our Sion. 
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Had not this Attampt been nipt in the Bud, they 
jad made their Native Country (for ſome time, at 

aſt) a Scene of Blood and Confuſion, tho' they had 
| ; D miſcarried 
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port and defend him, Who Will think heir on 
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miſcarried in their m2in Deſien of ſettling a Pop 
Pretender on the Throne. . 4 

But, methinks, theſe. Diſturbers of the Peac 
of our {/7ael ſhould, &er thi, ha ve been diſcour 
aged from perſiſting in their rebellious Attempts 
Not only becauſe they have hitherto been defez 
ted; but becauſe the Hand of Providence has, it 
ſeveral Inſtances, ſo ſignally itterpoſed : for th 
Preſervation of the Ni and the Conſtitution, tha 
they ſhould think it in vain to be forming 20 
Plots againſt Them, leſt they ſhould be found f 
fight againſt God; and.therefore tis Time for then 
now to leave off ſaying, We will not have this Ma 


* * 


10 Reign over us. * 
But, ſuppoſing we ſhould. have to do will 
People that have but little Senſe of God and hi 
Providence, and therefore, conſidering only thi 
Human Means of ſupporting Him and His Gave 
ment, we may, with good Reaſon, tell the 
that they would figd themſelves wretchedly mi 
Raken if they think the Xing and His Family wi 
be abandoned by his Fiends, and all his Sa jects 
and that they ſhall have an caly.and cheap Con 
teſt over Him: No! He will havea great man 
rave and Honeſt Men, well skilled in the Art . 
ar; beſides many Loyal Subjects ready to ſux 


Safety and * Happineſs ſo conjoined with His, tha 
they muſt ſtand and fall. together; and, conſe 
quently, will be ready to ſerve him with thi 
Hazard of their Lives aad Fortunes. iy 
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It was the Deluſion of the Ringleaders that 
rought about the Calamity of this Day, that they 
ancied that anhappy Prince would be forſaken by 
II Men, like the wicked Men whom the Royal 
lalmiſt repreſents taking Counſel together, and ſaying, 
rod hath forſaken him: Perſecute and take him; for 
ere is none to deliver him, Pſal. Ixxi. 9. And in- 
eed, the malicious Men of thoſe Days had a fur- 
her Temptation to think ſo, becauſe they had 
got Poſſeſſion of his Forts and Magazines : They 
18 gad ſeized his Revenue and ſecured his Heet; and, 
erefore, they took it for granted, they ſhould, 
ith Eaſe and Speed, reduce him to throw his 
rown at their Feet, and ſubmit to the Dictates ot 
is New Maſters: But, notwithſtanding thoſe Ad- 
antages, (which I hope the Malecontents of 
is Age will never. have) they found their Con- 

dence of Succeſs was not well grounded: The 
aded thro' a Sea of Blood before they cou' 
ccompliſh their Deſigns; and during that long 
Wonteſt, the King, whom they took to be naked 
nd defenceleſs, had ſo many Advantages and Op- 
dortunities of defeating his Enemies, that we 
Way well impute his Neglect or Miſ-uſe of them, 
o the unſearchable Judgment of God, who ſeemed 
Welolved to puniſh this Nation in the Way he 
lid, for the Abuſe of that Freedom and Happin?/s 
which they had enjoyed. above all other Nati- 
as round about them; For tho? many Perſons, 
hen their Paſſons are warm, may be deluded 
t firſt to join with factious Spirits, yet when they 
Wome to be cool, and conſider the Conſequences of 
hat they are going about, they change their 
entiments. and become zealous Aſſerters of the 
* HSE To Winnt D 2 tices 1 Riglits 
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| Converts, after the modern Way of a Neighbour 
Nation; and therefore as ſuch, a Prince cou 
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Rights of thoſe Perſons which, by Miſtake, the 
were ready to Invade. 0 


But ſuppoſe the wicked and mad People of th 
Age had gaiped their End, and ſet a Popiſh Pri 
tender on the Throne, what could they have re 
ſonably expected, but the utter Deſtruction of ou 
Religious and Civil Eiberties ? Such a Prince woul 
never have truſted a Britiſh Parliament; nay, nc 
an Engliſb Army, tho? he ſhould have pick'd o 
thoſe whom he thought moſt lałemarm in Religio 
for Exgliſhmen, generally ſpeaking, are too gou 
natured, than to do the cruel Draagery of Poper 
they would never have heen employ'd to mak 


not hope for Succeſs without the Aſſiſtance of h 
reign Forces, ſo when he had ſucceeded, he wou 
have found it Neceſſary to Keep and Increaſe tl 
ſame Force for his Preſervation ; becauſe, witho 
them, he would have no Hopes of ſubjecting 
Things to his Will and Pleaſure, and of deſtroy 
ing the Conſtitution, in ſuch a manner, that 
ſhould never be able to riſe again, and then, whe 
their Fellow Subjects ſhould reproach. thoſe H 
had concern'd themſelves to bring ſuch Rain at 
Miſery on their Country, it would have been b 
a poor Amends to ſay, We never deſign'd to ca 
Things ſo far! So that their Plots and Contriva 
ces (if they had taken Effet ) mult have ends 
in the Ruin of all that would nor. bow the Ky 
to the Baal of Popery, in the Subverſion of t. 
Government 3 and the Deſolation of their Nati | 
— ; as theirs did in the faſt Inſtances, Wi 
rought about the fate! Miſchief of this Dey. 
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But, alas! what Temptation, what Provocation 
Have theſe Men had to promote fo wicked a Deſign ? 
the may ſafely affirm without Saſpicion of Flattery, 
, Phat never any Prince fat upon the Britiſß Throne 
e re ho had a more tender Regard to the Liberties of 
f ois People, than He who now happily reigns over 
youlſs ; Whom hath He invaded ? Whom hath He 
„ n@ppreſſed ? or, in the Words of the Prophet, 
24 oa boſe Ox hath he taken? Whoſe Aſs hath he taken? 
ioionf(ÞLath He not made the Law of the Land the Rule 
goo 2d Meaſure of his Actions? and, on all Occaſions, 
o demeaned himſelf, as if he held our Conſtitution 
W-cred? And have we not alſo a happy Proſpect of a 
Noce of Princes to ſucceed him, who will imitate 
is Royal Virtues, and make the Welfare and Hap- 
ineſs of theſe Mingdoms their Care and Stady, and 
hereby lay upon us the Obligation of Gratitude, 
s well as Dah, to uſe our free Endeavours to 
upport and defend Him and Them againſt all their 
aemies either at Home or Abroad. This is ſo 
vident to all tiat know Him and His Royal Family, 
hat our Izcendiaries Hopes are chiefly founded on 
The falſe Impreſſions they may make on thoſe who 
now him not, or are not competent Fuages of the 
Daties owing to the e They im- 
poſe upon the Credulit of ſuch Perſons by walking 
bout with Hes and Slanders in their Mouths ; B 
ach Artiſices, they hope to perſuade the Multitude 
Jo follow them, as ſome out of Jeruſalem followed 
lſalom, when they were called, who are ſaid to go 
of ifs the Simplicity of their Hearts; they knew not any 
Vati ling, 2 Kings xv. 11, Yea. 


Thus 
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hus I have conſidered both the Comma 
anc the Prohibition o my Te and hope, I hay 
ewn, that by having 
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8 
Seeing then, that theſe things are ſo, and tha 2 
a god Chriſtian, as ſuch, is the beſt Subject, ann 
the moſt uſeful Member of Society; what plainef n. 
Inference can we make from hence, than that *ciÞjnd 
our Intereſt, as well as our Duty, not to be in 4 


Fi > @. is 


fluenced by factious and ambitious Men, who loy 
to diſturb the Peace of all Governments whereve 
they are. Let us look on thoſe who would im 
' poſe upon us new Schemes and Forms of Governmey 
which ſubſiſt only in their own Brains) as thi 
iſtarbers of our Tranquility : Such Mens Heads mul 
be diſordered, or their Hearts very naught, and fu 
of bad Deſigns, or elſe they would not be Jo em 
ployed ; for whoever ſhall affirm, That One Pa 
of the States of the Nation, may take the who/ 
Authority to it-ſelf, and lay afide the Ning 2nd thy 
Orher Part, is a Sower of Seditian, and encourage 
the People to break rhe Laws and Conſtitution, a 
much as he who ſhall affirm, That the bol 
Power ought to be in the Prince, and that he ſhault 
make and abrogate Laws at His Pleafure ; For 
take Lyyelty to de a Conformity to the Laws, ant 
He who invades them. by a Breach of the Con 
ſtitution in one Inſtance, is as much à Rebel, a 
he who does it in another. 


» SA 


The Government we are under, ſcems adapted 
> the Genius of our Nation, and, as it Were, 
athral to the 7 ＋ in which we live ; Let us 
| en ſtedfaſt adh ere to our Old Conſt ation at 
er which this Nation has flouriſhed ſo m 
ges; and 1 be elieve, it will be found, Thatt — 
hardl any. Nation in the World, where all 
Lnks of, People enjoy ſo many Privileges, and 
d much Freedom as we do; for we have the A- 
antages of the ſeveral Forms of Governments, 
Ind as few, of. the Inconveniencies, as the State of 
uman Affairs will admit of: We have ſeldom 
et any Troubles, but when one part of the Tot 
revell ture endeavoured. to incroach upon the 
imad graſp at more Power, than of Right it e 
nen have. If each keep their known Bounde, 4 
 thYoes. well wirh us, and we ſhall then be belt 
mullible to defend our ſelves from Foreign Inſults or 
1 fulPomeſtick Troubles: And there ſeems nothing 
 emYow wanting to make us a happy People, but 
Parat many are — to go out of their Ola Paths, 
whollind fond of Changes and Innovations, tho they 
1 thÞay eaſily ſee key e will all tend to our Ruin. Let | 
ragel chen reſolve to take the Advice of the Apoſtle, ® 
n, and ſtudy to be quiet, and mind our own Buſineſs ; 
whol-<t every one be peaceable and induſtrious in his 
10ulfation ; and by that means we ſhall keep the 
For Nader which God and Nature Ap appointed for 
ang. And as this is the Conduct we are obliged 
Con obſerve both as C 1 good Subjects; ſo ĩt 
dl, 4 likewiſe the In as well us Duty of Governors, 
Poountenance and encoutage True Religion, and to 


eem thoſe who are ãuh Good, and have the Fear of 
THA always before their Eyes, as the 2. Friegge 
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FaſtSermo on i before, "We "In 
* to Government, and the Beſt Sands of 
WW Throne; And therefore they ſhould Gorge 
1 Immorality and Profaneneſs as the Bang. 
e PelÞof human Society; Thoſe Evils, if Te 
65 will, by the natural "Tendeney' of them, dei 
3 Miſery upon a, Nation, as well” prov 
So to iaflict Vengeance upon it. 
Fm To conclude, the! Fuppin 12 f 
W People, muſt be eſtimated! 1Incregſc of Pi rt 
. 7 or Vite amongſt them, a thy er every are 

© the beſt and ſaf ft — pa 
Mw Station, 
's me ru 


<—w - - 


— DD —— 


w_ 
—— ——C 
— p — 
-— w—_— — 
— — 


— 


— 2 — — 


r 
” 


-- 
— — 
— 
— 
— 
* 
— 


* 


Hees 
Tope, That der will be ny 
Captivity, and no ving in the — way g 
- Us is our Condition, all the Nations found Ahe, 50 
vis mult: own, That Ha are the Pb le t al 
i Juth. a Caſe; Lea, bleſſed is that Nation who hi 
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